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“Driving Under the Influence of Marijuana: More Dangerous
Than You Think!” Article Activity
Please read the following article, then answer the accompanying questions.
(Please be sure to click the links embedded in the article for additional information)

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA: MORE DANGEROUS THAN YOU THINK!
Adapted from Herrman & Herrman, P.L.L.C. on September 14, 2016
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After decades of public and private campaigns to educate the public about the dangers of driving while under the
influence of alcohol, it’s safe to say that every driver in America should know that drinking and driving don’t mix. At
the same time, however, there have often been contradictory reports about potential dangers associated with
driving while under the influence of marijuana. After all, marijuana advocates have been claiming for years that their
drug of choice is much safer than alcohol, and many have suggested that drugged driving is relatively safe too. The
facts, however, indicate that the combination of marijuana use, and driving is more dangerous than many people
believe.

DOES MARIJUANA IMPAIR DRIVING SKILLS?
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Contrary to what many cannabis advocates claim, there is scientific evidence that demonstrates that marijuana use
can seriously impair driving skills. In one study that directly addressed the subject, researchers concluded that
the risk of being in an accident after smoking cannabis is doubled. The study noted the increased risk in those who
had elevated THC levels in their blood, while acknowledging other research that found no increased risk when only
urine samples were used to test those levels. This study was notable for focusing attention on those who had
recently smoked cannabis, rather than relying on test subjects who simply had THC in their systems.

3

Researchers found that drivers were impaired in a number of ways:
• Reaction times were affected
• Many drivers slowed their vehicles to compensate for their impairment
• They veered into other lanes more frequently
• They failed tests involving critical tracking – tests that assess distraction levels
• Many demonstrated impaired cognitive function

THE NUMBERS ARE ALARMING
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In addition to scientific studies, there is also growing statistical evidence that marijuana impairment is a serious
concern. For example, about 7% of drivers involved in fatal automobile accidents are found to have THC in their
systems. The problem could be even worse with our younger drivers, as a generation of teenagers seem to be
growing up under the delusion that marijuana either has no impact on driving skills or – and hold on to your seat for
this one – actually makes you a better driver! That’s from a 2013 survey of teen drivers, in which 34% of those
youngsters actually said that they believed marijuana improves driving skills. Another 41% asserted that it had no
impact on driving.
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Those perceptions matter too, especially when you consider that the CDC has identified automobile crashes as the
number one cause for teen deaths, with thousands of teens dying each year on the nation’s roads and highways,
and many tens of thousands more suffering injuries. If the nation’s teens are growing up with the belief that they
can use marijuana and drive without increasing their risk of being in a crash, those numbers may look even worse in
the decades to come.
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WHAT CANNABIS PROPONENTS CLAIM
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It is interesting to note that many of the groups committed to legalizing cannabis everywhere take issue with the
studies that indicate driving impairment, and even minimize the actual risks. NORML (The National Organization for
the Reform of Marijuana Laws) , for example, chooses to minimize the types of impairment that have been
identified – swerving into other lanes and reduced reaction times, for example – by citing researchers who suggest
that such impairments don’t necessarily affect performance.
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The fact is, however, that an inability to remain in your own lane is a performance failure by any objective standard.
It’s one of the first things we teach young drivers: stay in your lane unless you’re intentionally changing lanes. As for
the notion that reduced reaction times are not indicative of impairment of performance, that too is absurd. If THC
causes slow reaction times, that is impairment and can lead to poor driving performance.

THE BOTTOM LINE
Marijuana advocates are free to argue in favor of legalization of their favorite drug and can claim that THC is harmless
when it comes to drivers. They have that right. Logic, and the weight of scientific evidence and traffic studies, however,
tell a different story. Facts are stubborn things, after all. And what the facts suggest in this instance is that drugged
driving puts drivers and others on the road at increased risk of crashes that can cause injury or even death.
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“Driving Under the Influence of Marijuana: More Dangerous
Than You Think!” Article Activity
Please answer the following questions based on the article you just read.
1. What is the headline of the article?

2. Does the headline effectively summarize the article and grab the reader’s attention? Why or why not?

3. Fill in the following information about the article.
What was the topic being discussed?

Why is this information important?

How is this issue problematic?

4. What age group are the article’s authors most concerned about? Why?

5. What differing point do the authors note in the sixth paragraph? Why does this point fall short according to the
authors in paragraph seven?

6. What was the most important fact or detail the stuck out to you? Why did you find it important?
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