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INTRODUCTION
For 115 years, AAA has represented the interests of the motoring and traveling public. Our advocacy efforts are far reaching – from supporting safety programs in local communities
and schools, to advocating in the halls of the State House in
Providence on behalf of our 450,000 Rhode Island members.
Last fall, we surveyed our members on a wide variety of public
policy issues. Those responses, plus the national policies endorsed by all AAA Clubs, help to form our positions on traffic
safety, transportation funding, teen driving, senior mobility
and child passenger safety.
Our members have listed their top safety concerns as well
as the most common driver distractions they face. We asked
them about issues being discussed throughout the country,
such as online driver education and the impact of the connected car. We also asked about issues being raised in
Rhode Island – a parent session as part of driver education,
a ban on hand-held cell phone use and rear-facing child
safety seats.
The responses to our survey follow on these pages, along
with AAA’s position.
To those who have worked with us over the years to bring
about safety advances, we thank you and ask for your continued support. For those new to highway safety issues, we
look forward to working with you to improve safety and mobility in Rhode Island.
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SAFETY ON OUR ROADWAYS
Top three safety concerns as a motorist:
• People who text, email or use apps while driving
• Drunk drivers
• Aggressive drivers
Most common distractions affecting drivers
today:
• Texting, emailing or using apps while driving
• Talking on a cell phone/mobile device while driving
• Using a car’s infotainment system while driving
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DISTRACTED DRIVING
Support for a ban on hand-held cell phones so that all mobile
conversations by the driver in a vehicle would have to be
hands-free:
Strongly support

44%

Somewhat support

29%

Neutral/No Opinion

10%

Somewhat oppose

10%

Strongly oppose

6%

AAA supports educational efforts to inform drivers of the
safest practices related to the use of wireless communications devices and hands-free technology, including urging
drivers to refrain from use while the vehicle is in motion,
cautioning that use of wireless and hands-free technology
while driving degrades driver performance, and reminding
motorists that hands-free is no safer than hand-held device
usage.
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CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY
Rhode Island law has no specific requirements for the use
of rear-facing car seats. The American Academy of Pediatrics
recommends children be in a rear-facing car seat, in the
rear of the car, until the age of two.
Support for updating Rhode Island’s law to meet national
standards:
Strongly support

46%

Somewhat support

25%

Neutral/No Opinion

20%

Somewhat oppose

6%

Strongly oppose

3%

AAA encourages parents to keep infants and toddlers in
rear-facing seats until at least two years of age. They should
remain in rear-facing seats until they reach the weight or
height limits recommended by the manufacturer.

LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA
Support for legalizing the recreational use of marijuana:
Strongly support

24%

Somewhat support

21%

Neutral/No Opinion

24%

Somewhat oppose

12%

Strongly oppose

19%

AAA opposes measures to legalize the recreational use of
marijuana because of the negative traffic safety implications
and the current challenges of discerning impairment and prosecuting marijuana-impaired drivers. Any state contemplating
legalization of the drug should consider the potential impact
it could have on road safety.
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TEEN DRIVING

Driver licensing laws in some states require a parent or legal
guardian of applicants under the age of 18 to attend a
mandatory course on the content of driver education and
laws, the teen licensing process and tips on working with
their children when teaching them how to drive.
Support for a 90-minute classroom or online session for
parents/legal guardians in Rhode Island as part of the student classroom driver education requirement:
Strongly support

26%

Somewhat support

36%

Neutral/No Opinion

23%

Somewhat oppose

7%

Strongly oppose

8%

Support for the state giving students the option to complete driver education in an approved online format, rather
than in a classroom setting:
Strongly support

7%

Somewhat support

15%

Neutral/No Opinion

24%

Somewhat oppose

23%

Strongly oppose

31%

AAA believes states should enhance access to novice driver
education by allowing online instruction to be substituted
for the traditional classroom portion of the course.
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SENIOR MOBILITY
Support for a law that would require mandatory re-testing
of drivers once they reach a certain age.
Strongly support

33%

Somewhat support

30%

Neutral/No Opinion

24%

Somewhat oppose

8%

Strongly oppose

4%

(Note: Of those who supported re-testing, most stated age 70-79 as
the age for it to begin.)

Support for a law requiring mandatory vision testing of
drivers:
Strongly support

47%

Somewhat support

30%

Neutral/No Opinion

19%

Somewhat oppose

2%

Strongly oppose

2%

(Note: Of those who supported vision testing, most stated every five
years as the preferred frequency.)

AAA opposes the use of chronological age alone as the sole
criterion for appraising driver competence, or as a determining
factor in the selection of drivers for re-examination. AAA
supports required vision testing of all drivers upon license
renewal.
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TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
Rating of the overall condition of roads, highways and
bridges in Rhode Island:
Excellent

1%

Good

5%

Fair

26%

Poor

37%

Very poor

21%

Support for the RhodeWorks truck toll program that was
passed by the General Assembly last February:
Strongly support

18%

Somewhat support

21%

Neutral/No opinion

26%

Somewhat oppose

14%

Strongly oppose

21%

Experience with commute over the past year:
Commute has gotten better

11%

Commute has gotten worse

33%

Commute has not changed

51%

Not sure

5%
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TRANSPORTATION FUNDING (cont.)

The federal gas tax remains the primary funding source
for federal transportation system programs, including new
roads, highways and bridges. At its current level, however,
this tax is not sufficient to keep pace with much-needed
improvements in highway infrastructure.
Support for the following funding options:
Increase federal gas tax

22%

Add tolls on existing interstates that do not currently
charge tolls

17%

Charge drivers a fee based on the number of miles driven

9%

Don’t support any of these funding options

50%

No additional funding is needed

10%

AAA believes that revenue generated from taxes, fees and
other pricing mechanisms paid by motorists must be dedicated solely to meeting identified transportation needs and
protected from diversion to other uses. Funding alternatives
to supplement or eventually replace motor vehicle fuel taxes
must be carefully evaluated as to their ability to be efficiently
implemented, accepted by the public, allocated fairly, fully
dedicated to transportation needs, and resistant to fraud and
evasion.
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AUTOMOTIVE CONSUMERISM
Passenger vehicles are increasingly equipped with technology that allows cars to communicate with other vehicles,
services or networks outside the car. These “connected
cars” generate information about driving habits, when and
where people drive and the condition of the car itself.
Who should determine what data generated by the vehicle
should be shared and with whom?
Vehicle owner

82%

Vehicle manufacturer

20%

Federal policymakers

15%

State policymakers

13%

Dealer where car was purchased

9%

Other

4%

The results of the poll are based on an online survey of a random sample
of approximately 700 Rhode Island motorists, both AAA members and
nonmembers. Surveys were conducted between December 9, 2016 and
January 5, 2017.

Learn more: AAA.com/SurveyResults
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